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MISSION STATEMENT
Mount Mercy Academy, a distinctly Catholic college-preparatory high school, 

is dedicated to educating young women for academic excellence, compassionate service, 
Christian leadership, global awareness and life-long learning. 

Rooted in Catherine McAuley’s vision for women and those who are poor, 
Mount Mercy affirms the uniqueness and dignity of individuals and fosters faith 

with a commitment to the challenges of building a just society.
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Tonight’s Program
COCKTAIL HOUR

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
Bonnie Kane Lockwood ’73 

WELCOME
Margaret M. Cronin  ’78

President, Mount Mercy Academy
Eva Evaldi Byrne ’86

President, Mount Mercy Academy Alumnae Board

INVOCATION
Margaret Cuthbert Staszak ’75 
Principal, Mount Mercy Academy

STUDENT SPEAKER
“A Student’s Perspective” - Kaitlyn Morris ’19

DINNER

AWARDS 
PRESENTED TO THE HONOREES BY:

Margaret M. Cronin  ’78

SPIRIT OF MERCY AWARDS
Karen Connors Erickson ’63

Robert “Bob” Hughes

CATHERINE McAULEY DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA AWARDS
Catie Burke Gavin ’93
Stephanie Hnatiw ’66

Dr. Colleen Mattimore, MD FAAP  ’77
Sharon M. Porcellio ’75

CLOSING REMARKS
Mary Waters McDonald ’81

BENEDICTION
Sr. Peggy Gorman, RSM ’60
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE 
 2018 MERCY HONOR COMMITTEE

CHAIRPERSON 
Mary Waters McDonald ’81

ALUMNAE RELATIONS MANAGER
Tina Scarpello Webster ’91

SELECTION/PLANNING COMMITTEE
Peggy Flanagan Barrett ’73, Rozanne Granville Flammer ’66,  Anne Marie Kuwik ’84, 

Patricia Keane Marren ’82,  Laura Ortiz ’83,  Joanne Schwartzott ’54

ADVISORS
Julie Parker, Data Base Manager

Anita Durkin Crotty ’63, Volunteer Editor
Beth Cosgrove Feeney ’96,  Marketing Manager

MOUNT MERCY ACADEMY ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018-2019

President Eva Evaldi Byrne ’86
Vice President Brianna Wilson ’08

Secretary Madonna Sullivan Mulvaney ’69 

Beth Grys Antonius ’95
Lynn Maj Bala ’88 

Catherine Warda Bender ’81 
  Joanne Hilmey Cullen ’82 

Linda Sieckmann Dugan ’76 
Rozanne Granville Flammer ’66 

Ann Miller Fredo ’88  
Claire Kelley ’07

 Mary Lou Letina Land ’99 
Maggie Henesey Mackert ’94 

Maureen Byrne McCarthy ’67 
Kathleen Kaczmarek Mehltretter ’72

Susan Manley Swarts ’65

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR HONOREES!
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Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award
The Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award is presented to an alumna of Mount 

Mercy Academy who has distinguished herself as a woman of faith, knowledge, integrity and 

compassion – a woman whose accomplishments in all areas of her life – her family, her community, 

her career – reflect the legacy and mission of Catherine McAuley, the foundress of the Sisters of 

Mercy.

Spirit of Mercy Award
The Spirit of Mercy Award is an annual presentation of Mount Mercy Academy to those men and 

women who exhibit the Spirit of Mercy in their professional and personal lives. On this occasion 

these recipients are honored for their outstanding commitment and dedication to their community. 

These persons are truly ministers of mercy who “…act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with 

their God.” (MICAH 6)
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Karen Connors Erickson ’63

In the mid and late 1930’s, an Irish family in South Buffalo, with the name of Connors, 
was steadily growing, adding sons along the way. By 1940 Tom and Evelyn and their 
four sons: Kevin, Tim, Paul and Bill were a strong and loving family that lived within 
the community as a united unit of six. Their peaceful coexistence lasted for more than 
six years. Then one cold January day, a wee lass of a baby girl was born and warmed 
their hearts forever. Not only did the family members increase by one female; but they 
all learned very quickly that this little girl was going to be a person “on the go.” A per-
son who would be a catalyst in life, changing things for the betterment of society and 
a person whose heart’s capacity for love knew no boundaries.  So they all realized that 
they had better “buckle up” because this only daughter and only little sister was about to 
take them and all those she met on a ride of a lifetime.  Her name… KAREN.

Born into a tight knit, loving and supportive family, Karen was nurtured in the school 
of hard work, loyalty and commitment. Lessons she learned well. Even in those early 
years growing up at 62 Norman Street in South Buffalo, it became evident that she was 
blessed with the ability to make friends easily and a master of remaining friends with 
people. Decades later she is loyal to those friends from St. Teresa’s, Mount Mercy, and 
from any of the scores of organizations with which she has been affiliated.
Enriched by her Catholic education, Karen grew in virtue and faith and learned how to 
act justly. While a student at Mount Mercy she became a member of a sorority, a bond 
with friends that has survived the test of time. With Karen at its center, this sisterhood 
has seen each other through the trials and hardships as well as the joys of life. A mem-
ber of a sorority, yes, but as many of her fellow classmates have attested Karen was never 
exclusive and always embraced all the girls in her class.

It was also during this time in High School that Karen met the true love of her life, 
Jim Erickson. A match made in heaven, a marriage filled with laughter that lasted over 
thirty-five years until Jim’s untimely death in 2004. Together they made their life in 
Angola, built a home on Iroquois Road and welcomed eight children into the world: 
Jim, John, Paul, Jennifer (’88), Guy, Tom, Kyle and Courtney (’02).
As a child, Karen’s father swore that she was nocturnal, because he could never get her 
to go to bed. Those who know her best still say she’s a night owl, never enough time in 
the day to get all the things done that Karen wants to accomplish.
Karen graduated from Mount Mercy Academy in 1963. She attended SUNY 
Brockport, received her Associate Degree from Erie Community College and her BS 
from Houghton College, going nights, balancing her life with children at home and a 
demanding job in local politics.
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Wanting to make a difference in her local community Karen served consecutively on the 
Evans Town Board as Councilwoman, Deputy Supervisor (12 years) and Finance Chair. She 
served on the Evans Economic Development Committee for over 10 years, was past treasurer 
of the Community Nursery School of the First Congregational United Church of Evans and 
a member of the Community Concern Board.

Karen and Jim saw the value in Catholic education, sending their eight children to Most 
Precious Blood School and then to St. Francis and Mount Mercy Academy. As always Karen 
supported these communities with her volunteerism, dedication of time and resources.  She 
was the Athletic Director for Most Precious Blood School, the organizer of the George 
Leather Invitational Basketball Tournament for 25 years and chaired the 30 Week Club, the 
major fund raiser for the school’s athletic programs. She served on the Diocesan School Board 
as well as the St. Francis High School Board.

Karen volunteers for Meals on Wheels, is Vice President of the Evans Democratic Club and 
serves on the Board of the Business and Finance Academy of Lake Shore High School. 
Karen has worn many hats throughout her life and worn them well, serving her family and 
community with commitment, loyalty and service. Co-owner of Connors Hot Dog Stand 
with her brothers Kevin and Bill, she is adamant in continuing the legacy that their parents 
began over 70 years ago. The business is not only a symbol of success in the Angola com-
munity but also holds a wealth of memories for many who visit the Angola shoreline. Karen 
shares her business success by contributing generously to many youth organizations. She has 
been a tremendous supporter of the MMA 5K, providing hot dogs since the race’s inception 
and donating the proceeds to the Alumnae Scholarship Fund. She was the recipient of the 
MMA 5K Race Honoree in 2015. For the past five years, Karen along with her nephew, Jeff 
Connors, has organized the Connors’ 5K Wiener Run to benefit the Boys and Girls Club of 
Lake Shore. Karen was the recipient of the Evans Brant Chamber of Commerce Citizen of 
the Year Award in 2016.

Karen is known for her quick mind, her love for debate, storytelling, warm personality and 
endless energy. Her sense of honesty obliges her to give credit where credit is due and to 
let you know just where you stand with her. Karen’s faith in God has sustained her through 
the most difficult times in her life especially as she courageously stood by her dear husband 
during his times of convalescence and let him draw on her strength. If she’s not volunteering 
somewhere, you can bet she is visiting a sick friend or comforting a neighbor.
We are proud to honor this woman with the Spirit of Mercy Award, a woman who has 
dedicated her life to unconditional love of family, steadfast loyalty to friends, generous service 
to countless communities and most especially, faithfulness to God. 
Her name... KAREN CONNORS ERICKSON.
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Robert “Bob” Hughes

 Robert (Bob) Hughes is a consistent and passionate volunteer in his community. He is 
a constant advocate and ambassador for Mount Mercy Academy. Bob has worked tire-
lessly to promote catholic education and school athletics. Bob has been referred to by 
friends as a man “larger than life itself ”. Those who know him well may call him Bobby 
Joe which was his father’s nickname. He is a vibrant person, and a pied piper of sorts, 
always rallying others to become involved in school activities. 

Bob is the son of the late Robert Joseph Hughes (Bishop Timon class of ’53) and Mary 
Sullivan Hughes ’54. He grew up in Orchard Park with his siblings the late Mary Jo 
Hughes Sakraida ’77, Daniel Hughes, and Jennifer Hughes McMullen ’86. He is mar-
ried to Meg Nichols Hughes. Bob and Meg have two daughters: Elizabeth (Beth) who 
graduated from Mount Mercy Academy in 2017 and Kathleen (Katie) who is a student 
at Mount Mercy Academy in the class of 2020. 

Bob graduated from Bishop Timon in 1981 and completed his Bachelor of Arts in 
History at the State University of New York at Buffalo.  Throughout college and after 
graduation, Bob worked at the former Fleet Bank in the IT Division as a Telecom-
munications Specialist. He later pursued a career at Allstate Insurance as a Casualty 
Claims Investigator/Adjuster where he worked in this capacity for eighteen years. Since 
that time, Bob is employed at Meritain Health where he serves as a Health Care Spe-
cialist in the Claims Department. From 1998 to the present, he has worked as a spotter 
for the UB Stadium Public Address Announcer for all UB home football games. 

Bob is a strong supporter of community and school athletics. He served on the Orchard 
Park Little League Board of Directors from 2010-2013 and coached Orchard Park 
Little League softball from 2006 -2013. While his daughters attended Nativity of Our 
Lord School, Bob was the girls softball coach from 2013-2016 and the girls basketball 
coach from 2009-2016 where they went on to win three consecutive Buffalo Diocesan 
Girls Basketball Championships. Bob served in the leadership role of Athletic Director 
at Nativity of Our Lord School where he enhanced the overall athletic program. He 
was on the committee that started the Joe Demarco Tournament at Nativity which 
was named after his beloved former coach at the school. The event raised funds for 
new gym updates, equipment, uniforms and a portion of the proceeds going to various 
charities. Bob was always aware of others and from this fundraising effort uniforms 
were purchased for other area catholic grammar schools. Co-chairs from the athletic 
group at Nativity of Our Lord Parish describe his ability to bring his “passion to the 
next level” by involving others to become part of the group and volunteer. They describe 
Bob as having a caring and respectful way and note his contagious ability to collaborate 
at events. Bob has been honored by Nativity of Lord for all the volunteer work and 
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service hours he contributed to the school and parish.

At Mount Mercy Academy, Bob started out as a bartender at the Taste of Mercy event and he 
has not stopped volunteering at school functions ever since. Bob and Meg served for several 
years on the Mount Mercy McAuley Gala Committee and in 2016 they served as Co -Chairs 
for the annual Gala. Bob is a member of the Mount Mercy Golf Outing Committee and the 
Mount Mercy Board of Trustees Committee on Athletics. He has been a major influence 
starting the Mount Mercy Athletic Boosters Club (MMAAB). Bob, along with other found-
ing members, started this organization to enhance, improve and elevate the role of athletics at 
Mount Mercy Academy. At its inception, Bob enthusiastically agreed to be the President of 
the Athletic Boosters and although the group has changed over the years, Bob has remained 
as President, continually pushing the group forward. Bob schedules and conducts the meet-
ings and has been the primary liaison in communicating the group’s efforts and plans to 
Mount Mercy.   

This group of parents has formed several key fundraising events including kickoff parties, 
concession stands at home basketball and volleyball games, the Mercy Alumnae Basketball 
Game and the popular Mercy Trivia Night. The events have raised funds to allow for gym im-
provements, new team banners in the gym, team uniforms, and supplying coaches with much 
needed sports equipment. By establishing and achieving the goals of MMAAB, its organizers 
strongly believe that a successful and strong athletic department not only creates a positive 
experience for the student athletes, but also will have a direct and positive effect on the recruit-
ment and enrollment at MMA. This year, Bob coordinated the Buffalo Diocesan Grammar 
School Girls Basketball Tournament which was held at Mount Mercy Academy. With the 
help of Molly Gasuik and some Booster Club members, Bob organized a successful tourna-
ment which brought an abundance of 7th and 8th grade girls and their families to Mercy. 
Bob is always thinking about the visibility of Mount Mercy Academy. He can be spotted and 
heard at all Mercy events as an advocate for the school. Committee members say his energy, 
humor and drive is very contagious when you work with him at Mount Mercy functions. 

Bob has the innate ability to bring people together and his dedication and commitment to 
Mount Mercy Academy and the community is profound. Bob is such a huge Bruce Spring-
steen fan, it seems fitting that his fierce loyalty to the community and causes he believes in 
can be summed up by a Springsteen lyric… “Now you can’t break the ties that bind. You can’t 
forsake the ties that bind.” 

Mount Mercy Academy is proud to present Bob Hughes with the Spirit of Mercy Award. 
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Catie L. Burke Gavin ’93

   Catie Burke Gavin, Class of 1993, is honored tonight with the Catherine McAuley 
Distinguished Alumna Award. She has dedicated her life and career to serving our 
most vulnerable members of society and Catie’s success can only be rivaled by her 
devotion to serving her community. 
   Catie was born and raised in South Buffalo and is the daughter of Dan and Ellen 
(Mudie ’67) Burke.  She has three brothers Kevin, Pat and DJ. Other than Molly her 
beloved dog, she is surrounded by more men.  She met and fell in love with Pat Gavin 
and the two were married in 1999. Catie and Pat have two sons: Brendan is 17, a senior 
at Bishop Timon-St. Jude and Sean is 15 years old, a sophomore at Timon. 
   After her years at Mount Mercy Academy, Catie attended the State University of 
New York, Buffalo State College where she attained a Bachelor’s Degree in Social 
Work. Once her under-graduate degree was complete she moved to Charlotte, North 
Carolina where she began her career as an Investigator for Child Protective Services.  
After she married her husband Pat, the Gavin’s returned Home Sweet Home to Buf-
falo in 2000.
   Catie continued her Child Protective Services career back in Buffalo and she earned a 
Master of Social Work from the University at Buffalo in 2004. Catie worked as a Pre-
ventative Services Social Worker and then as a home-finder at a local non-profit where 
she was responsible for the recruitment and training of foster and adoptive parents.  She 
then began to work for the NYS Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) in 
the Buffalo Regional Office.  In this position she was responsible for investigations of 
maltreatment in residential centers, conducted child fatality investigations, and assisted 
in the oversight of child welfare for the eight county region of Western New York.  As 
we can all imagine, this job involved the mistreatment of children, and is very disheart-
ening for the strongest of social workers.
   During this time, she also assisted with creating a foster care leadership program 
called Youth in Progress. This program involved older children in foster care in having 
a voice. Catie served as a liaison to the program and advocated for young adults in 
foster care, making sure their suggestions would be heard. This is a very successful 
program and allows the clients to feel that they are contributing as they transition into 
adulthood. Still in existence, this program validates the difference and positive influence 
Child Protective Services is making for young adults.
   In 2009 Catie made a considerable difference in two particular children’s lives, her 
own.  She decided to move to a school social worker position at Potters Road Elemen-
tary School in West Seneca so she could have more time with her family and raising 
her sons.
   Catie returned to general child welfare in 2016, as a Senior Education Specialist for 
the Adolescent Services Project where she worked for SUNY Albany in the Buffalo 
office of NYS OCFS. Using her experience from Youth in Progress she completed 
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needs-assessments and implemented training and action plans for the staff to be prepared to 
get the support for the pre adults to join forces and become a part of the adult community in 
Buffalo. In addition, she was able to facilitate youth leader meetings to build skills with youth 
that were in foster care to increase their knowledge and self-advocacy skills.
   Catie continued serving the needs of the community when she began working for the Erie 
County Department of Social Services. Catie began as an Assistant Commissioner for Family 
Wellness, where she had direct oversight of the entire Child Welfare continuum of services.  
Catie was recently promoted to the First Deputy Commissioner of Erie County Department 
of Social Services which expands her oversight to include all Child Welfare and Adult Protec-
tive Services.
   Much like Catherine McAuley, Catie has always had a passion for community service and 
assisting persons in need. She truly enjoys volunteering; an interest that began when Catie was 
just twelve years old and she took the initiative to volunteer at the South Buffalo Community 
Table. Catie continued serving at the Community Table until after college. 
    In addition to her demanding position, Catie has been heavily involved in the community 
by serving on the Board of Directors for SMART (Spinal Muscular Atrophy Research Team) 
for the past ten years.  SMART is a grass-roots organization that aims to raise money for 
research and quality of life for those affected by neuro-muscular diseases like Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy (SMA). Catie is the Chairperson of the Annual SMART Celebration, an extremely 
successful and large event in its tenth year. Catie’s Class of ’93 classmate Gretchen George 
Reilly and her husband Tim have a son, Matthew, with SMA which has motivated Catie and 
a team of dedicated volunteers to devote their time and efforts to SMART. Through the an-
nual celebration and other campaigns including the “Fill-the-Boot” initiative partnered with 
the Buffalo Professional Firefighters Association, Catie and the SMART Board of Directors 
have raised over $1.25 million.
    As if this was not enough, Catie was the driving force that helped fundraise close to $4,000 
for the Colorectal Cancer Alliance as a team captain for the 2018 Buffalo Undy Run Walk. 
Catie and her team did this to honor her lifelong friend and classmate, Kelly Gallivan Hatha-
way who passed away from this terrible disease. 
   Catie participates in many other volunteer activities, some of which include: a hockey team 
manager for many years for her sons travel hockey program, numerous leadership roles and 
chairing events at her sons’ schools and most recently serving as the Bishop Timon-St. Jude 
Parent Guild President for the past two years. Catie also serves as the parent representative on 
the Bishop Timon-St. Jude Board of Trustees.
   Catie’s family and friends have used remarkable descriptions that the written word cannot 
replicate enough.  They have all said that she is a very special woman that is devoted, dedi-
cated, loyal, faithful and always there for everyone.
   Catie’s position as a First Deputy Commissioner of the Erie County Department of Social 
Services is rewarding and daunting.  It takes a strong, humble and a kind woman to take on 
dealing with the whole spectrum of issues involved with child and adult protection services.  
Her professional and personal investment in our community has demonstrated that she, Catie 
Burke Gavin is a perfect recipient of the Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award.
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Stephanie Hnatiw ’66

   Stephanie Hnatiw was born in Germany in a displaced person camp.  Her parents, each 
from their own village in Ukraine, met in the camp after being relocated there as forced 
labor during World War II. When she was two years old, her family emigrated to the United 
States and settled in Buffalo, sponsored by a friend from her father’s village.  Her sister 
Olga and brother James were born here.  She attended public schools until 7th grade when 
she transferred to the new grammar school established at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.  She graduated from Mount Mercy Academy in 1966.
   Stephanie attended the State University of New York at Buffalo graduating with a BA in 
history.  A life-long learner, she has attended additional classes and seminars in a wide variety 
of topics at a number of colleges.  She has completed all course work for a MA in Political 
Science, except thesis, at Kutztown University near Allentown, PA.
   When she was dating Ihor Puhacz, his mother shared pictures of Ihor as a child (as 
mothers often do!).  One was of his First Communion at St. Nicholas church where a young 
Stephanie was four places behind him in line.  Small world!  Little did she know then that 
she would eventually marry him in 1969.
   After college, she taught in Catholic grammar schools in Sloan and Kenmore.  Four years 
later, she joined FinanceAmerica Corporation (FAC) dealing with brokers who issued small 
business loans.  Eventually she transferred to FAC’s corporate headquarters in Allentown 
where she was one of the first women in that company to hold a professional position.  She 
directed its national corporate responsibility/United Way program.
   In the 1970’s, she became a member of the National Organization of Women and sup-
ported its programs to expand women’s career choices, financial status and legal rights.  
She marched for the Equal Rights Amendment in 1978 and participated in the Women’s 
March in Washington, DC. in 2017.  While with FAC she helped establish the Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Women’s Task Force to advocate for and support women facing the 
challenges of a male-dominated business world.  It is now the largest Council of the Greater 
Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce.
   Her husband stayed in Allentown when she left FAC to take a position with the Federal 
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation in Washington, DC, where she specialized in organi-
zational development and training, but the nearly 200 mile weekend commutes proved to 
be too much for both of them.  She returned to Allentown to take the Associate Executive 
Director position with the United Way of Northampton and Warren Counties responsible 
for staff and office management, campaign operations and training.  
   Stephanie became the Executive Director of The Arc of Lehigh and Northampton 
Counties which advocates, educates and provides services for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their families.  She then served as the Executive Director of 
New Bethany Ministries, with programs to develop opportunities for the hungry, homeless, 
poor and mentally ill of the Lehigh Valley.  
   Stephanie left the Allentown work area for a career move to the Philadelphia area, to be-
come Associate Director of the YMCA of Philadelphia & Vicinity with principal responsi-
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bility for fundraising.  In 2002, she received the C. David Goff Memorial Award for her fundraising 
role with the YMCA of Philadelphia & Vicinity.
    While in Philadelphia, Stephanie celebrated her Ukrainian heritage.  She served as a Board 
Member for the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center of Philadelphia. It selected her as 
one of twelve people to attend a United States congressional session in Washington honoring the 
President of Ukraine.  She has supported the Voloshky Performing Dance Academy.  She was a 
on the committee for the “AIDS in Ukraine Awareness Weekend” in Philadelphia that included a 
national forum on the epidemic of HIV/AIDS in Ukraine.  She arranged for a donation of quilts 
from Quilts for Kids to orphans with AIDS in Odessa, Ukraine.  She currently serves on the 
national Board of Directors of Quilts for Kids which distributes quilts worldwide to children who 
are in need of comfort and warmth. 
   Stephanie is currently the Executive Director of the Young Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA} Bethlehem which is dedicated to eliminating racism and empowering women. Through 
advocacy, programming and services, the YWCA is zealous in their efforts to improve the lives of 
women and girls in the community. One of its signature programs, “Prom Dress Day”, involves 
collecting donations of prom dresses (current inventory is 2,000+ dresses) and accessories to help 
lower-income girls offset the cost of attending prom. In 2010 she was recipient of the Racial Justice 
Award from the YWCA Mid-Atlantic Regional Council.  She received the Gateway to Equity 
Award from the American Association of University Women and the Athena Award from the 
Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce, both in 2012.
   While working for the United Way of Lehigh and Warren Counties, her daughter Raisa, at age 
one, was diagnosed with severe disabilities that continue to this day.   The fear and devastation of 
that event led Stephanie to advocate for the disabled.  Under the aegis of the American Association 
of University Women, she supported the Family and Medical Insurance Leave Act. If adopted, 
it would provide paid leave to families like her own with a resource to cover financial losses from 
the many emergency situations involving serious illness.  She has served on committees at Mercy 
School for Special Learning and the United Cerebral Palsy Organization.
   Her advocacy efforts have also moved in another direction.  Herself a cancer survivor, she pro-
posed and received three grants from the Susan G. Komen Foundation to enable the YWCA to 
work with women who lived in the Allentown, Bethlehem and Lehigh County Housing Authori-
ties so they could get free breast health education and mammograms.  
   She has served on numerous Boards of Directors, councils and committees, including the United 
Way Women’s Leadership Council; has published in numerous magazines; made media appearanc-
es and presented at many national, regional and local conferences.  She served as Judge of Elections 
in her voting district.  She lives with her husband and daughter in Macungle, PA. 
   Stephanie is truly a Woman for All Seasons – educator, business executive, fundraiser, leader and 
volunteer.  She sees her lifelong work as advocating for women, people with disabilities, racial justice 
and ending breast cancer.  Her accomplishments in all areas of her professional, personal and civic 
life reflect the legacy and the mission of Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy.  Mount 
Mercy Academy is proud to recognize Stephanie Hnatiw as one of its Distinguished Alumnae.
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Dr. Colleen Mattimore, MD FAAP ’77

   Dr. Colleen Mattimore has been a physician and partner at Western New York Pedi-
atrics for over 25 years. Colleen is a Mount Mercy Academy Class of 1977 graduate and 
grew up in South Buffalo with her parents, Jack and Joan, her brother Jack and her sister 
Joanne Mattimore Vivian ’78. Colleen and her husband Jim currently reside in Hamburg 
and have three children, Rose, 24, Jack, 20 and Michael, 16. 
   After leaving Mount Mercy, Colleen earned her nursing degree from the University at 
Buffalo School of Nursing in 1981, UB being one of only two choices her mother gave 
her for college even though Colleen insisted she wanted to go away!  She then went on 
to earn her Medical Degree from the University at Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine 
and Biomedical Sciences in 1991, completing her residency at Buffalo Children’s Hospi-
tal. Dr. Mattimore was the Chief Resident in her last year of residency.
   Dr. Mattimore has played a large role in vaccine advocacy in Western New York for 
many years. Alarmed by high rates of vaccine refusal in her practice, Colleen decided to 
find a solution to the problem. Drawing on her medical expertise, leadership skills, teach-
ing abilities, and health promotion talents, she established the Vaccine Safety Coalition, a 
group of stakeholders in her community who are passionate about childhood immu-
nization. Colleen also successfully launched a vaccine safety public health multi-media 
campaign.
   The coalition implemented a local public health campaign to promote vaccine safety 
through a variety of local channels, such as radio announcements, bumper stickers, and 
advertisements at movie theaters. The campaign has led to improving rates of vaccine 
coverage, both within her practice and throughout Western New York.
In addition to her work with the coalition, Dr. Mattimore serves as an immunization 
resource for medical and nursing students, patients, and healthcare professionals. She has 
trained physicians, nurses and medical students on communicating with vaccine-hesitant 
parents, and has spoken with parents and schools about the importance of childhood 
vaccines.
   For all her efforts, Colleen has been recognized by the Western New York Pediatric, 
Adolescent and Adult Immunization Coalition, by the Erie County Department of 
Health and by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) New York Chapter 1, for 
her work to protect the children of Western New York. Dr. Mattimore’s office is also 
currently enrolled in an AAP project designed to increase the number of vaccinations for 
human papilloma virus (HPV).
    In 2016 Colleen was selected as New York’s Center for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) Childhood Immunization Champion Award Winner for making a 
significant contribution to public health in New York State. The CDC and the CDC 
Foundation hold this annual awards program to honor immunization champions across 
the 50 U.S. states, eight U.S. Territories and Freely Associated States, and the District of 
Columbia during National Infant Immunization Week. Dr. Mattimore was nominated 
and selected from a pool of health professionals, community advocates, and other im-
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munization leaders for making a significant contribution to public health in New York State through her 
work in childhood immunization.
   New York State’s Commissioner of Health, Dr. Howard A. Zucker, said of Colleen, “Having physicians 
like Dr. Mattimore in New York is important to protecting our children, schools and communities from 
outbreaks of serious diseases. Her dedication to increasing vaccination rates has had a profound impact on 
the health of children in Western New York.”
   In addition to Colleen’s tremendous work in vaccine advocacy, she is also the current President of Medical 
Health Associates of Western New York. Dr. Mattimore is one of the founders and creators of this associa-
tion. MHAWNY is a collaboration of eight local pediatric practices whose mission is to be recognized as 
the preeminent provider of pediatric medical and wellness services in Western New York.  The complex-
ity of running a medical practice today has compelled the participating pediatricians to work with other 
like-minded professionals to develop efficient and uniform business practices. This will better allow all the 
doctors to continue to offer high-quality wellness and medical care to their patients and pool their resources 
to expand their services in the future. This pediatric “super group” has 50 health-care providers, including 35 
physicians, and 200 support staff. 
    Dr. Mattimore is committed to serving her community. She is a Past President of the University at Buf-
falo Medical School Alumni Association and a member of the Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedi-
cal Sciences’ DoctHERS. DoctHERS is a network of female physicians, scientists, faculty, residents and 
students who address current issues in the medical and scientific fields in order to foster advancement, 
mentorship and equal opportunities for future generations of women in medicine and science. 
   Colleen annually supports the Foundation for the Assistance of Abandoned Children (FANA) with 
events and fundraisers. Colleen and Jim’s most important and meaningful pursuit with FANA is when 
they travelled to Bogota, Columbia to adopt their son Jack. Dr. Mattimore is an avid supporter of St. Luke’s 
Mission of Mercy and is always a familiar face at community events, benefits for individuals and families 
and fundraisers for non-profit organizations. A parishioner at St. Bernadette’s, Colleen has spoken to church 
groups on the importance of vaccines. Dr. Mattimore recently became involved with the Irish Paediatric 
Association and will be travelling to Ireland in December for their annual meeting.
   Dr. Mattimore has earned several awards and recognitions for her outstanding achievements.  She has 
been recognized for several years by The National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) Patient-
Centered Medical Home. The patient-centered medical home is a model of care that puts patients at the 
forefront of care.   Practices that earn recognition have made a commitment to continuous quality improve-
ment and a patient-centered approach to care. 
   Dr. Mattimore has been awarded by Castle Connolly Regional Top Doctors. Their physician-led research 
team reviews and screens the credentials of tens of thousands of physicians who are nominated by their peers 
annually and selecting those physicians who are among the very best in their medical specialties. WNY 
Pediatrics and Dr. Mattimore have been recognized by Bridges to Excellence, a Physician Office Systems 
Recognition Program. 
   Dr. Colleen Mattimore is truly an inspiration to everyone who works in and has an interest in children’s 
healthcare in New York. Through years of hard work and dedication, she has risen to be a true champion for 
children. Mount Mercy Academy is honored to be able to recognize Colleen as a Distinguished Alumna. 
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Sharon M. Porcellio ’75
   Sharon Porcellio is a graduate of Mount Mercy Academy’s Class of 1975. 
She grew up in Lackawanna, New York and is the daughter of the late 
Rocco and Carmella Porcellio. Sharon has two siblings, her brother Rocco, 
and her sister Nancy, a Mount Mercy Class of 1977 graduate.   
   There have been many family influences on Sharon’s life through the years. 
In particular, Sharon’s father, Rocco, offered an enduring spirit of volunteer-
ing as he served in the Navy and then spent many years at the Veteran’s 
Administration after his retirement. Her father’s own spirit of helping oth-
ers, in turn, became a part of Sharon’s life.  Further, another role model for 
Sharon was her aunt Rosemarie Porcellio, MMA Class of ’50. Affectionately 
known as Aunt Roe, she was a tremendous part of Sharon’s life. An overall 
family closeness was always palpable. The family influence and role model-
ing from all of her family helped to shape Sharon’s perspective, learning and 
growth, all of which complements her on a daily basis in her life.
   Sharon graduated with a BA cum laude from the University of Rochester 
and received her Juris Doctor from Northwestern University School of Law. 
She began practicing law in 1983.
   A member of the Litigation Department at the law firm of Bond, Schoe-
neck & King, Sharon focuses her practice in the areas of business and litiga-
tion, labor and employment, intellectual property and technology, as well as 
health care. She has a well-earned reputation for successful representation in 
many areas, some of which involve corporate/business disputes, class actions, 
fraud allegations, business torts, breach of contract, false claims suits and 
unfair competition claims. She is admitted to many Courts, including U.S. 
Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and for the 
Federal Circuit, as well as the U.S. District Court for the Northern, South-
ern and Western Districts of New York and the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Western District of New York.  Sharon is a member and Fellow of the 
American Bar Association and New York Bar Foundation and is a member 
of Bar Association of Erie County, Monroe County Bar Association and 
Defense Trial Lawyers Association of Western New York.
   While her legal practice keeps her quite busy, Sharon also serves on 
the Buffalo Ignation Volunteer Corps (IVC) Advisory Council.  IVC is a 
volunteer agency whose goal is to provide mature men and women the op-
portunity to serve the needs of people who are poor, to work for a more just 
society and to grow deeper in Christian faith helping to make a difference 
in our community. Ignation volunteers serve those struggling with poverty 
in 17 regions of the country. As a volunteer, Sharon brings her own life 
skills, education, professional background and training to such work – with 
a goal to transform lives and offer service to the poor.
   Moreover, Sharon is a strong advocate for achieving equality for women 
in the courtroom and is a member of the Task Force on Gender Disparity 
in the Courts through the Commercial & Federal Litigation Section of the 
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New York State Bar Association. Such study was initiated by U.S. District Judge (now 
retired) Shira Scheindlin who had noticed something didn’t seem quite right – that even 
though the legal field has seen much greater gender equality in terms of volume, there 
wasn’t enough of an uptick in female lawyers taking speaking roles in the courtroom.    
While serving as a member of the study’s task force, Sharon’s findings included dispari-
ties between public interest and commercial law, client mandates for female representa-
tion, cultural and societal pressures on female attorneys, and more. Sharon promotes on-
going encouragement to other females in the legal field for them to seize their attributes 
and know that they are capable.  She encourages women to stay determined, persevere, 
volunteer, put themselves out there and possess a willingness to risk the possibility of 
failure.  Sharon supports the belief that women need to be proactive and volunteer for 
challenging projects and be ready to take risks.
   Sharon has continued her father’s spirit of volunteering. She serves on various Boards. 
Sharon is on the Board of Hope Chest and is active with their Regatta. Held annually, 
the Hope Chest Regatta raises money to fund its program for patients and survivors of 
breast cancer in Western New York enabling them to build strength and feel more ener-
gized. Involvement in Hope Chest is one of Sharon’s many volunteer passions. She serves 
on The National Deans Council for Arts, Sciences and Engineering at the University of 
Rochester, the Board of Directors for The Buffalo Club and is a past member and served 
on the Board of Directors for the American Lung Association of Western New York. 
We are proud to say that Sharon is past member and Vice-Chair of the Mount Mercy 
Academy Board of Trustees.
   There are additional honors and affiliations notable for Sharon as well. Sharon has been 
listed in: The Best Lawyers in America 2019, Legal Elite of Western New York 2017, 
2018, Buffalo Business First – 2016 Legal Elite, Martindale Hubbell - AV Preeminent 
Rated. She has been acknowledged in the New York Super Lawyers 2018 - Business 
Litigation (listed for more than 10 years).  Sharon serves as Co-Chair, Advisory Group, 
of the New York State Federal Judicial Council, as well as a member of the Commercial 
Division Advisory Council to New York State’s Chief Judge.  In 2016, Sharon was listed 
in Lawyers Who Lead by Example, Public Service, New York Law Journal, and in 2011, 
she received the American Inns of Court Professionalism Award for the Second Circuit. 
Sharon is a past Chair of the New York State Bar Association, Commercial & Federal 
Litigation Section and a past Co-Chair for the Committee on Women in the Law.
   Sharon Porcellio’s exceptional professionalism and community involvement deserve nu-
merous accolades, some of which may not be listed in this writing. Sharon’s professional 
and personal accomplishments are exemplary and true to the legacy values of Catherine 
McAuley. Through solid, supportive leadership in the legal field and genuine dedica-
tion to helping others, Sharon has truly demonstrated compassion, caring and respect 
for others, and those in need. Mount Mercy Academy is proud to honor Sharon with its 
Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award. Congratulations Sharon.
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Bonnie Kane Lockwood, Class of 1973, has graciously accepted our request to host our Mercy Honors 
awards dinner. Bonnie has been a very dedicated Alumna and we are so thankful that she has joined our 
team to help in honoring such a wonderful group of people.

Bonnie is a Mount Mercy Academy Distinguished Alumna, receiving the award in 2012. She followed 
in the footsteps of her parents, Donald and Patricia Kane ’47, in her commitment to community service. 
Her mother was a Spirit of Mercy recipient in 1989 and a Distinguished Alumna awardee in 2001.

Bonnie has worked and volunteered in the fields of public service, health care, community betterment 
and civic pride for more than 35 years. Bonnie holds a degree in X-Ray Technology from Trocaire  
College and a Bachelor’s degree in Media Communication from Medaille College.

As the first woman elected South District Councilmember, Bonnie served from 1994-1998. She  
initiated the SOS (Sweep Our Streets) clean-up campaign, developed senior housing at Seneca and 
Cazenovia Streets, implemented the Cazenovia Park Master Plan, including installation of pedestrian 
pathways and fought for the development of Union Ship Canal as a commercial and recreational  
corridor. Prior to her election, Bonnie served as legislative assistant to then Councilman Brian Higgins 
for six years working directly with constituents to resolve problems and address concerns.

In 1998, she joined the city administration in the Department of Strategic Planning working on  
grants and resource management. Bonnie served as the city point person for the development of the 
award-winning Queen City Hub: A Regional Action Plan for Downtown Buffalo, hosted a monthly 
public access show promoting the benefits of the Buffalo-Lackawanna Renewal Community, and served 
on the Erie County Commission on Homelessness. She was Project Manager of the Mayor’s Medical 
Corridor Task Force which led to the establishment of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus.

Following the election of Brian Higgins to Congress, she enthusiastically rejoined his staff in 2005.  
Bonnie works with municipal leaders, businesses, non-profits and residents on project developments,  
advocacy, funding requests and grant opportunities as Director of Special Projects. She served as one  
of the Congressman’s principal staffers in his historic and successful battle to secure a $279 million  
settlement from the New York Power Authority which is now funding the revitalization of  
Buffalo’s waterfront.

Bonnie has been a member of the Medaille College Alumni Board, South Buffalo Community Table 
Annual Get-Together, the Homeless Alliance of Western New York and Working for Downtown. She 
is a past president of the St. Thomas Aquinas Rosary-Altar Society and also served as a board member 
of the Buffalo Museum of Science, Goodwill Industries, the Franciscan Center and Mercy League of 
Mercy Hospital. Bonnie’s community service has received recognition from the Franciscan Center, the 
Timothy Nightengale Veterans Post, Friends of the Buffalo River and Mercy Hospital. Her voice is 
featured on the CD recording of “Peace Prints”, a song written to honor the memory of Sister Karen 
Klimczak and was a member of “Broadway to Buffalo” and the St. Thomas Aquinas Choir.

Bonnie takes great pride in her family, her husband of 35 years John Lockwood, and their two children, 
Megan ’01 ( Jason) Reid and son Brian. 

We are grateful to have Bonnie return as a past honoree and now as our Mistress of Ceremonies for 
Mercy Honors this year. Her loyalty and support as an Alumna and member of our community are  
proof that the Circle of Mercy truly is timeless. Thank you Bonnie!

Bonnie Kane Lockwood ’73
Mistress of Ceremonies



17

Thank you to our guests and patrons 
for the support of this event.
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2010
Sharon Green ’69
Marguerite C. McDonald Garrison ’77
Elizabeth Carey Ras ’87
Sally Walz, RSM ’56*

2011
Mary M. McCafferty ’80
Margaret A. O’Donnell, RSM ’48

2012
Bonnie Kane Lockwood ’73
Tracy O’Grady ’85

2013
Mary Kelleher Crabtree ’80 
Nancy Hoff, RSM ’61 
Molly McBride Scala ’80 

2014
Cheryl Meyers Buth ’84
Kathleen Pace Murpy, Ph.D. ’77
Honorable Mary F. Weir ’79

2015
Dr. Kate M. Callahan  ’70 
Ann Muldoon Galli, PMP  ’76 
Sheila Walsh, RSM  ’56

2016
Marie Porter Cannon ’83 
Dr. Lisa M. Mendonza, MD FAAFP 
’89 

2017
Dr. Catherine F lanagan-Priore, 
Ph.D ’92
Dr. Nora E. Meaney-Elman, BS MS 
MD ’71
Cheryl Ann O’Connor ’73

Mercy Charism Award
2012
Anne McGillicuddy
Nancy Preskop
David Zapfel

Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award
PAST RECIPIENTS

2000
Maureen Leary Fecio ’66
Nancy Wutz Ware ’74

2001
Patricia Doyle Kane ’47*
Kathleen Grisanti Lillis, M.D. ’78
Kathleen Kaczmarek Mehltretter, Esq. ’72

2002
Catherine M. Gogan, D.D.S. ’77
Marylouise Nanna, Hon. ’55
MaryLynn Ryan ’79

2003
Denise Mahoney Dunford ’71
Margaret Hempling McGlynn ’77
Patricia A. Moore ’70

2004
Kathleen Daley Dust ’73
Joan Klipfel Lillis ’53
Assunta Campanile Ventresca ’68

2005
Margaret Whalen Keane ’67
Sally Maloney, RSM ’53
Carol J. Filsinger Voelker, Ph.D., Ed.D. ’48*

2006
Patricia A. Farrell ’81
Marilynn Mahoney Fleckenstein, Ph.D. ’61
Patricia Meegan Kubanet ’74

2007
Margaret Flanagan Barrett ’73
Mary Beth Hess Farruggio ’69
Pamela M. Krawczyk ’77
Margaret Quinn Popiolkowski ’69

2008
Major Madonna M. Higgins, D.V.M., M.V.P.H. ’78
Eileen Kraus Scott ’68
Patricia Lyons Van Dyke ’47

2009
Marianne Matuzic Myles ’71
Julia Hall ’81
Mary Bendyna, RSM ’79

* deceased
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* deceased

1988
Robert H. Chambers
Betty A. Kane ’49
Mary Clare Powers, RSM*

1989
Maureen A. Canney ’52
Mabel Dimmers ’15*
Patricia Doyle Kane ’47*
Colleen E. Lambert ’57*
Mary Alice Muldoon ’30*

1990
William E. Gangloff
Kathleen G. Kearns ’53
Mary Peter Wiles, RSM ’23*

1991
Rev. John O’Connor*
Arlene McKenna Rola ’48*
Heather A. Schwabl ’91*

1992
Rev. Joseph Bayne, OFM Conv.
Sheila Kimmitt, RSM ’33*
Jean Marie Stackpoole

1993
Rev. John Alderson, OFM
Martin & Mary Catherine 
     Wilson Kennedy ’64 
Richard & Joan Pfeiffer

1994
M. Natalie Bailey, RSM*
Paul* & Sheila Lempko ’55
Rev. Msgr. Dino Lorenzetti

1995
M. Victorine Collins, RSM ’37*
William I. Cotter*
Henry & Patricia Demicke ’56 

1996
Meghan Barrett Periera  ’96
M. Annunciata Kelleher, RSM ’43*
Jane Krawczyk
Patricia Plunkett ’48

1997
Jane A. Bigelow ’62
M. Celeste O’Bryan, RSM
Melissa A. Prorok

Spirit of Mercy Award
PAST RECIPIENTS

1998
Peggy Conlon, RSM
Msgr. David M. Lee
Denise McKenzie ’68

2000
Kathleen V. Collins ’68
Marion V. Grimes

2001
Margaret Victori Bogucki ’77
Joan Sherry, RSM

2002
Nancy A. Hartung ’53*
Thomas J. Sullivan

2003
Fred Kirisits
Frances Stearns Smith ’40*

2004
Margaret Ann Coughlin ’59*
Marianne Rathbun Russo ’51

2005
Kathryn C. Neeson ’64
Rev. William R. Bigelow

2006
Donna M. Carroll ’67
Rev. John J. Mattimore, SJ

2007
Mary Monica Riordan, RSM ’42*

2008
Anne Elizabeth Courtney ’43*
Catherine M. Kanick, RSM ’54

2009
Joanne M. Schwartzott ’54
Deanna Kwiatkowski Russo ’93

2010
Dr. Linda Perrone Rooney ’63

2011
Cathleen Cronin Fitzgerald ’75
Frank Lewandowski

2012
John Glose
Barbara A. Ryan ’68

2013
Eleanor Donovan Gilson ’78 
Maureen Myers ’71 
Gary* & Linda Tatu

2014
Erik T. Bohen
Mary Hembrow Snyder, Ph.D
Thomas G. Sellers

2015
Ellen E. Koessler 
John and Debbie Martin 
Thomas P. McDonnell

2016
Anita Durkin Crotty ’63 
Michael & Cathleen Canney 
Lempko ’84 

2017
Peter and Diane (Pascuzzi ’81) 
Clancy
Lisa M. Kirisits, CPA
Joan Meaney Ulsher ’86

Sister Sally Walz 
Memorial Award
2016
Maureen O’Connor Oakley ’73 

Mercy Devotion Award
2011
Jean M. Campbell

2012
Catherine Adair Luhr

2016
Robert A. Fix
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KARI WIRTH WALLOVER ’93 
PEGGY LILLIS SNAJCZUK ’77 

MARGIE MCDONALD GARRISON ’77  
TINA SCARPELLO WEBSTER ’91 

JIM & PAT (MALONEY ’63) CONNOLLY
REV. WILLIAM R. BIGELOW

COL. JANE A. BIGELOW (RET.) ’62 
JOAN F. KLIPFEL LILLIS ’53 

KAREN KOLLMAR WILSON ’63 
EVA EVALDI BYRNE ’86 

KATHLEEN (KITTY) KELLY BANNERMAN ’66 
JOY SHEEHAN BRISTOL ’77 

SHARON GREEN ’69 
TIM AND GRETCHEN (GEORGE ’93) REILLY

DONNA JOHNSON ELLIS ’63 
JANET RAZZANTE HEINTZ ’63 

ELIZABETH QUINLIVAN ’66 
BILL AND JENNIFER (HUGHES ’86) MCMULLEN

Congratulations to All Our Honorees
P A T R O N S

Thank you to all those individuals who made additional donations and wish  
to remain anonymous. All proceeds from this evening’s event are directed to the  

Alumnae Scholarship Fund, which is a full four-year scholarship.
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Congratulations to All Our Honorees

THE MOUNT MERCY ACADEMY 
ALUMNAE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CONGRATULATES OUR 
DESERVING HONOREES!

Thank you for all you do!
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L ove, your family

Congratulations, Sharon Porcellio!
You Never Cease to Amaze Us!

Congratulates 
YWCA Bethlehem 

Catherine McAuley  
Distinguished Alumna Honoree 

Stephanie Hnatiw 
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Congratulates 
YWCA Bethlehem 

Catherine McAuley  
Distinguished Alumna Honoree 

Stephanie Hnatiw 
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“Friends & Family Fighting for Cure for SMA and Other Neuromuscular Diseases” 
 

salutes our friend and tireless leader for SMART, 
  

Catie Burke Gavin ’93,  
 

as a 2018 Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumna Honoree 

 

Congratulations to Catie and all the other honorees! 
 

Thanks to the tireless efforts and generosity of Catie, the 
entire MMA crew, and all our avid SMART supporters, we will 
win the fight against SMA and other neuromuscular diseases! 

 
Visit  www.SMARThope.com for more information 
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Congratulations 
 Stephanie 

We are so proud of you! 
Love, Ihor, Raisa 

and the rest of the family 

Wife, Mother, Sister, Sister-In-Law,  
Aunt, Cousin, Daughter,  

Daughter-In-Law,  
1966 Mt. Mercy Academy Graduate and  

2018 Catherine McAuley  
Distinguished Alumna Honoree 
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ALBANY   BUFFALO   GARDEN CITY   NEW YORK CITY 
ROCHESTER   SARATOGA SPRINGS   SYRACUSE   UTICA

Bond is honored 

to support 

Mount Mercy Academy 

and our friend and 

colleague, 1975 graduate 

Sharon Porcellio, a 

2018 Catherine McAuley 

Distinguished Alumna 

Honoree.

Avant Building - Suite 900, 200 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202 
716.416.7000 • bsk.com

27
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CONGRATULATIONS  

TO ALL OF THE 
DESERVING 
HONOREES! 

5800 Big Tree Rd 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 
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Congratulations 
Karen Connors Erickson

“Whatever the station women are destined to 
fill, their example and advice will always 
possess influence.” - Catherine McAuley

To our mother, you have always worked tirelessly to 
influence, support and improve our schools, town and 
church communities. We are grateful and proud of you.

❊  ❊  ❊

The Erickson, Baldauf, &  Shoji Families 
Ellen Clancy Erickson (88),  Jennifer Erickson Shoji (88) 

& Courtney Erickson Baldauf (02)
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1401 City Hall 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

Office: (716) 851-5169 
Email: CScanlon@city-buffalo.com 

 

Best wishes to all of the 2018
Mercy Honors Award

recipients!
Your commitment to this
community is inspiring.

 

Congratulations!
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CONGRATULATIONS
Karen Connors 

Erickson '63
Karen,

Congratulations on your Spirit
of Mercy Award. We are so
proud of you and all your
accomplishments over the 
years. You are a special 

friend to all of us.

Well Deserved Award!

THE GIRLS
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Congressman Brian Higgins
26th District of New York

 

www.higginsforcongress.com
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the 
2018 Catherine 

McAuley Distinguished 
Alumna Honorees 

 

Catie Burke Gavin ’93  
 

Stephanie Hnatiw ’66  
 

Dr. Colleen Mattimore ’77 
 

Sharon M. Porcellio ’75   
 
 
 

Spirit of Mercy 
Honorees 

 

             
Karen Connors Erickson ’63  

       

Bob Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
higginsforcongress

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/

Higgins4WNY
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Connors’ Hot Dog Stand 

Est. 1944 
Celebrating 75 Years of Great Memories!  

Angola-on-the Lake & 
Sturgeon Point Marina  

 
 

The Generations of Connors’ Workers  
Congratulate Karen Connors Erickson, “Mrs. E”, 

 for this Prestigious Mt. Mercy Alumnae Recognition! 

 

Congratulations to Sharon Porcellio  
recipient of the Catherine McAuley  

Distinguished Alumna Award 
And 

To all the 2018 Distinguished Honorees 
 

     Thank you for being such an inspiration! 
 

Kathy Foote, Class of 1975 
Patti Foote, Class of 1978 

Jerry and Barb Fritz Miller, Class of 1975 
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Best Wishes to the 
Distinguished Alumna 

Honorees and Spirit of Mercy 
Honorees!  

 

Good Luck to all the students at 
the Academy for a great year! 

 

Maureen Canney ’52 

  Congratulations to 
               all honorees! 

So proud of 
Catie Burke Gavin '93 

 

Alicia Ventresca Miller PHD '93 
Anna Ventresca '96 

Caroline Schuler Ventresca '94 
Assunta Campanile Ventresca '68 
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Congratulations

Congratulations to all the honorees! 

Especially Karen Connors Erickson '63 

 We thank you for your 20 years 
of service! 

 

From Erik Bohen & the entire 
MMA 5K Committee 
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Congratulations 
to the Mount Mercy 

Academy Mercy Honors 
Award Winners and all 
the best to the Alumnae 
Association on the event 

of their 19th Annual 
Mercy Honors Dinner. 

TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
New York State Senator, 63rd District 

Addr: 2239 South Park Ave. 
Buffalo, NY 14220 

Phone: 716-826-2683 
Email: kennedy@nysenate.gov 

Websites: kennedy.nysenate.gov 
Facebook.com/senkennedy 

Congratulations
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Congratulations to 
 all the honorees!

Congratulations
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Congratulations to all 

the wonderful honorees!

CONGRATULATIONS
to all the deserving honorees!

- P A M E L A  K R A W C Z Y K - G R E E N E  ' 7 7  
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Congratulations  
Uncle Bob! 

We're so proud 
 of you! 

 

With our love, 
Shannon, Tim, Liam,   

  Patrick, Marleigh & Colin 

Congratulations to the 
wonderful honorees! 

 2018-19 Mount Mercy Academy Board of Trustees 
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Congratulations to all 
Honorees! 

Donna Carroll ’67 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE HONOREES! 

 

 

 

 

 
Mike Bamrick 
Vince Bamrick 
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Congratulations to all 
of the honorees, 

especially our own 
Booster, Bob Hughes! 

from: 
 

The 2018-2019 Athletic Boosters: 
 Vin Bamrick, Marge Ashe, Bob Hughes, John 

Hillery, Mike Lempko, and Jim Fredo   

The Athletic Boosters have raised money for the following: 
 

Contributed towards the purchase of new Banners for the gymnasium 
Contributed towards the purchase of Basketball uniforms. 
Contributed towards the purchase of Lacrosse uniforms. 

Contributed toward the new possession arrow for the gymnasium



43

Congratulations to our own
Sharon Porcellio

A 2018 Catherine McAuley 
Distinguished Alumna Honoree at 

Mount Mercy Academy.

The Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) provides
opportunities through volunteerism to serve 
others and transform lives. IVC matches the 
talents and skills of experienced adults with 
the greatest social needs of our community.
IVC members are strengthened in their faith 
through monthly spiritual reflection and bi-
annual retreats.

We are rooted in the Jesuit tradition of Ignatian
spirituality.

Become a “contemplative in action” by 
contributing time and life experience into 
service!

Contact Minnie Wyse, Director IVC Buffalo 
716 854-6726 www.ivcusa.org.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO  
ALL OUR DESERVING

HONOREES!

  Thank you for being positive, enthusiastic 

and dedicated role models for our girls 

and our whole community. 
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SAVE THE DATE!
Mount Mercy Academy 

Events Calendar
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